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*  For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

I.ETTER  TO  REV.  S.  C.  AIKIN, 

Pdilor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Utica. 

NO.  1. 

Dear  Sir — You  will  doubtless  acknow> 
lodge  it  is  the  duty  of  every  servant  and 
disciple  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  do  all 
the  good  he  can  in  the  world,  and,  when¬ 
ever  he  sees  any  one  in  a  great  error,  to 
use  his  best  endeavors  to  reclaim  him 
from  that  error  and  set  him  in  the  right 
path.  1  have  long  considered  it  my  duty 
to  address  you  on  the  subject  of  this  let¬ 
ter  and  those  which  are  to  follow:  and  1 
assure  you,  dear  sir,  I  am  not  without 
my  hopes  of  bein^the  humble  instrument 
in  the  hand  of  God  of  converting  you 
from  the  error  of  your  ways,  and  bring¬ 
ing  you  to  a  knowledge  of  that  truth 
which  alone  can  make  free  indeed.  I 
acknowledge  I  have  a  two-fold  motive  in 
this  undertaking — it  is  not  only  to  re¬ 
claim  you  from  dangerous  and  pernicious 
error,  but  to  enlist  your  services  in  the 
cause  of  truth  and  righteousness,  where, 
if  your  eminent  learning  and  distinguish¬ 
ed  talent/ were  properly  'employed,  you 
would  do  incalculable  good,  in  arresting 
many  other  deluded  souls  in  their  wild 
and  fanatical  career,  and  bringing  them 
to  the  knowledge  of  God  and  the  practice 
of  virtue. 

When  I  picture  in  the  mind’s  eye  the 
mighty  contrast  between  what  you  now 
are,  and  what  you  might  6e,were  your  tal¬ 
ents  rightly  employed;  when  I  reflect  that 
you  are  now  a  principal  leader  in  the  cause 
of  bigotry,  intolerance  and  error,  withw 
vast  multitude  of  souls  at  your  heels, who 
are  ready  to  follow  wherever  you  lead 
them,  to  believe  implicitly  whatever  you 
be1ieve,and  to  do  whatever  you  bid  them; 
and  think  of  the  great  good  you  might  be 
instrumental  o^  tioing,  were  you  to  re¬ 
nounce  your  errors,  embrace  the  truth, 
and  gently  lead  those  many  souls  into  the 
green  pastures  of  peace  and  unto  the 
side  of  still  waters — when  I  reflect  on 
these  things,  I  say,  I  do  assure  you,  dear 
sir,  my  heart  is  filled  with  the  various 
emotions  of  pain  and  pleasure— as  the 
thirsty  soul  pants  for  water,  even  so  do  I 
ardently  desire  and  pray  for  your  con 
^version.  1  feel  the  more  encouraged  to 
hope  for  this  happy  change  in  you  from 
the  consideration  that  you  are  a  man  of 
talents  and  discrimination.  That  you 


are  both  discriminating  and  talented,  ev¬ 
ery  one  must  acknowledge  after  witness¬ 
ing  the  adroitness  of  your  management 
during,  and  after,  the  violent  raging  of 
the  Finney  fever  in  this  village,  three 
years  ago.  For  at  t^at  time, 

“  When  civil  dudireon  fir^t  grew  high, 

And  men  fell  out,  they  knew  not  why ; 
When  hard  words,  jealousies,  and  fears, 

Set  folks  together  by  the  ears. 

And  made  them  tight,  like  mad  or  drunk, 

For  dame  Religion  as  for  puok ; 

Whose  honesty  they  all  durst  swear  for, 

Tho’  not  a  man  of  them  knew  wherefor 

at  that  time,  I  say,  very  few,  even  of 
your  warmest  friends,  believed  you  could 
so  manage  as  to  let  dxrwn  the  people  of 
your  charge  from  that  supernatural  eleva¬ 
tion  to  which  they  have  been  raised,  with¬ 
out  their  being  either  dashed  to  pieces 
on  the  ground’'  or  falling  through,  and 
continuing  to  descend,  *'down,  down 

- ,”  like  Milton’s  Devil  when  hurted 

from  the  battlements  of  heaven.  But  to 
the  astonishment  of  all,  you  let  them 
down  very  gently,  with  the  loss  of  bnt 
few  souls.  You  so  perfectly  understood 
the  nature  of  the  disease,  that  you  mana¬ 
ged  them  with  uncommon  slcill — when 
the  ardor  of  the  fever  began  to  abate, 
your  friendship  for  Mr.  Finney  and  his 
measures  began  to  cool,  (at  least  the  pub¬ 
lic  expression  of  it,)  and  continued  to  de¬ 
crease  in  exact  ratio  to  the  subsiding  of 
the  excitement:  and  you  very  shortly 
found  yourself  peaceably  occupying  your 
old  ground,  with  a  great  nikny  more 
young  men  and  women,  or  boys  and  girls, 
(particularly  the  latter,)  at  your  com¬ 
mand  than  you  had  before.  This  your 
success  must  have  been  owing  to  your 
superior  skill  is  the  management  of  such 
an  aflair.  For  I  know  not  of  a  single 
case  beside  your  own,  in  which  any  min¬ 
ister  has  concurred  with  Mr.  Finney  in 
getting  up  an  excitement  of  this  kind,  in 
which  he  has  not  almost,  if  not  entirely, 
lost  his  popularity,  both  with  professors 
and  nonproiessors  of  religion. 

I  must,  however,  caution  you,  dear  sir, 
against  being  vain,  or  puffed  up  with 
pride,  at  your  success  in  this  case:  for 
the  same  scene  will  not  bear  to  be  react¬ 
ed  in  the  village  of  Utica  for  many  j^ars 
—certainly  not  during  your  life  time,  if 
ever.  As  the  Grecian  king  said,  after 
obtaining  a  slight  victory  over  the  Roman 
general,  another  such  victory  would  I 
min  me,”  so  you  may  rest  assured  that 


another  such  an  excitement  as  that  to 
which  1  allude  would  min  you:  i.  e.  un¬ 
less  you  should  be  converted,  and  em¬ 
brace  the  truth,  and  so  lead  your  flock 
into  a  better  pasture  than  they  have  ever 
yet  fed  in.  For  the  time  is  approaching, 
yea,  it  has  already  arrived,  when  people 
will  think  fur  themselves,  read  and  hear 
for  themselves,  and  see  through  the  art¬ 
ful  management  that  has  so  long  been 
employed  to  keep  them  in  bondage.  A 
numerous  society  of  believers  in  the  uni¬ 
ty,  and  impartial  and  universal  benevo¬ 
lence  of  God,  is  springing  up  in  this  place, 
and  daily  increasing  in  numbers  and 
strength.  And  what  is  still  more  encour¬ 
aging  tons, is,  that  our  meetings  on  Sun¬ 
days  for  public  worship,  are  not  only  ful¬ 
ly  attended  by  respectable  people,  but 
even  by  many  of  your  own  society  and 
church;  which  show&Ahat  they  have  a  rel¬ 
ish  for  the  truth,  and  would  gladly  hear 
the  gospel  preached  by  you  if  you  only 
understood  it.  It  also  proves,  clear  as 
demonstration,  that  the  people  generally 
are  arousing  from  their  lethargy  to  sec 
and  embrace  the  joyful  tidings  of  a  world’s 
salvation,  and  will  no  longer  receive  the 
dogmas,  which  -  you  are  pleased  to  call 
orthodox,  as  tlie  truth.  These  things 
should  admonish  you  to  serious  and  pray¬ 
erful  reflection,  and  to  examine  your 
own  self,  whether  you  be  in  the  faith.*’ 
As  a  preparatory  measure  to  your  con¬ 
version,  I  advise  you  to  break  oft’ all  con¬ 
nexion  and  intercourse  wigjf  Josiah  Ris- 
sell,  Jr.  of  Rochester.  For  he  is  really, 
in  my  opinion,  too  despicable  and  scan¬ 
dalous  a  character  for  any  man  of  repu¬ 
tation,  honor,  or  standing  in  society,  to 
have  any  communion  or  intercourse  with, 
whatever.  True,  he  professes  a  great 
deal  of  piety — so  did  the  ancient  hypo¬ 
crites — but  1  do  not  believe  he  possesses 
one  spark  of  vital  religion,  the  religion  of 
Jesus.  And  1  candid^ly  believe  his  mad 
career  will  end  in  disgrace  to  himself 
and  all  who  continue  connected  with 
him.  He  certainly  out-Herods  Herod: 
why,  Mr.  Finney  is  a  fool  to  him,  as  to 
brow-beating,  proscription,  money-beg¬ 
ging,  stage-running,  &c.  &c.  I  do  really 
hope,  dear  sir,  for  the  honor  of  your  name, 
that  you  have  had  no  hand  in  encourag¬ 
ing  or  countenancing,  in  any  shape  or 
manner,  the  late  ebullitions  of  his  spleen 
and  holy  wrath  against  Senator  Johnson’s 
Report  on  Sunday  Mails  and  those  poHt- 
iical  Editors  who  have  accorded  with  him 
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in  opinion  on  that  subject— in  which  he 
scandalously  associates  Col.  Johnson’s 
name  with  the  names  of  Thomas  Paine 
and  Frances  Wright, and  shamelessly  de¬ 
nounces  those  Editors  who  approved  of 
that  Report  as  Infidels,  enemies  to  Re¬ 
ligion,”  &c.  when  it  is  well  known  that 
Senator  Johnson  is  a  pious  and  devoted 
member  of  the  Baptist  communion,  and 
in  that  Report,  conformed  strictly  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constilution  of 
the  United  States.  Whether  you  were 
one  of  his  counsellors,  when  he  was  last 
in  this  place,  and  addressed  that  scan¬ 
dalous  production  to  the  Editor  of  the 
“Sentinel  &  Gazette,”  that  appeared  in 
that  paper  of  the  24th  ult.  (  do  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  say — I  hope  not.  For  if  you 
were,  I  should  hardly  be  willing  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  and  confide  in  you  as  a  bro¬ 
ther,  even  after  you  shall  have  embraced 
the  truth;  fearing  lest  the  influence  of 
former  associates  might  draw  you  back 
again  to  the  beggarly  elements  of  the 
world. 

W'hether,  with  Mr.  Bissell,  you  hold 
the  purse-strings  of  any  of  the  nominally 
benevolent  institutions  of  this  country — 
branches  of  the  “  Bible  Society,”  “Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,’’  “  Tract  Society,” 
^‘American  Union  for  the  sanctification 
of  the  Sabbath,”  &c. — I  cannot  say.  I 
hope  you  do  not:  because  if  you  do,  I 
fear  that  silver  will  possess  so  great  a 
charm  in  your  eyes,  that  it  will  greatly 
retard,  if  not  entirely  prevent  your  con¬ 
version. 

I  intended  in  this  letter  to  have  given 
you  some  other  admonitions,  particularly 
against  yielding  to  the  influence  of  po¬ 
pular  names  so  far  as  to  continue  any 
longer  subservient  to  Doctor  Ely’s  elec- 
tioneenng,an#Church-and*State-uniting 
schemes,  or  following  the  example  of 
Doctor  Beecher,  at  the  East,  who  has 
lately  fallen,  I  fear,  no  more  to  rise.  But 
I  have  already  exceeded  the  limits  of 
what  I  intended  merely  as  an  introductory 
letter,  and  shall  reserve  these  things  for 
a  future  number.  In  the  mean  time,  1 
assure  you.  Dear  Sir,  I  shall  not  forget 
vou,  but  shall  pray  fervently,  night  and 
day,  that  God,  innis  infinite  mercy, may 
open  the  eyes  of  your  understanding,  en¬ 
able  you  to  see  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  and  embrace  it  to  the 
dnspeakable  joy  of  your  and  my  souls. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Very  respectfully  and 
affectionately, 

fours  in  the  bonds  of  the  gospel,,  D.  S. 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 
EXCQMMOMCATION  of  dr.  N.  WRIGHT, 
JFnm  Btiviniatic  Church  «n  Washingtm.M'.  H. 

"Mr.  Editor — It  is  with  no  other  feel¬ 
ings  than  those  of  the  purest  philanthro- 
I  lay  the  case  of  Dr.  Wright 


fore  your  readers.  The  conduct  of  the 
church  to  him,  has  excited,  as  it  ought, 
a  considerable  attention  in  this  vicinity. 
And  as  I  conceive  such  proceedings  are 
calculated  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind, 
and  unstop  the  ears  of  the  deaf,  1  have 
thought  it  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  the 
character  of  the  impeached,  and  to 
the  cause  of  humanity  and  truth,  to  pre 
sent  a  fair,  candid,  .but  bold  statement  of 
facts,  as  they  have  been  handed  to  me. 
No  wound  can  be  more  afflictive  than 
that  which  destroys  the  reputation:  “A 
good  name  is  better  than  precious  oint¬ 
ment’’ — it  is  dearer  than  life.  And  for 
a  man  to  be  cast  off  as  guilty,  to  be  pro¬ 
nounced  unworthy  the  name  of  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  and  denied  the  fellowship  of  the 
professed  followers  of  Jesus,  i^  what  must 
fill  the  heart  with  the  most  painful  emo¬ 
tions.  To  be  sure,  an  impartial  public 
is  able  to  judge  of  integrity  and  upright¬ 
ness,  and  to  that  we  are  willing  to  refer 
the  case  before  us;  but  still  we  know  that 
for  a  man  to  be  pronounced  unworthy,  by 
ad  associated  body,  who  style  tliemselves 
theChuivh  of  Christ,  fixes,  in  many  minds, 
a  lasting  stain  upon  his  character.  In 
this  case  then,  we  appeal,  not  to  those 
wHbse  minds  are  tainted  by  the  poison  of 
prejudice,  who  are  blinded  by  self-inter¬ 
est  and  bigotry,  but  to  the  impartial. 

In  a  letter  to  me,  Dr.  Wright  says — 

When  I  took  the  liberty  to  go  to  other 
meetings,*  the  church  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  inquire  why  I  did  it.  I  hon¬ 
estly  told  them  iny  feelings,  and  that  I 
had  gained  more  light  and  knowledge 
about  the  Bible  by  attending  those  meet¬ 
ings,  than  I  had  in  all  my  life  before. — 
The  committee  informed  me,  that  it  was 
against  the  wishes  of  the  church,  and  re¬ 
quested  me  to  attend  a  meeting,  and  see 
if  the  matter  could  be  settled.  But  my 
business  was  such  that  1  could  not  at  that 
time.  The  church  at  this  meeting,  pass¬ 
ed  a  vote  of  censure  against  me,  as  1 
learnt  from  the  following  note.” 

*  Washington,  July  1,  1825. 

The  Church  tarried  after  preparatory 
lecture  to  consider  the  case  of  Br.  Na¬ 
than  Wright ;  but  as  he  did  not  appear; 
voted,  that  the  Church  consider  Br.  N. 
Wright  as  lying  under  their  censure  tiV! 
e  appears  and  gives  them  Christian  sat  ■ 
sfaction.  B.  WHITE, 

Church  Clerk J 

“  After  that,  it  was  frequently  said  to 
me,  by  the  brethren,  ‘you  had  better 
make  an  acknowledgment  and  return  to 
the  church.’  But  1  could  see  nothing  for 
which  to  make  an  acknowledgment.^  In 
this  situation  I  remained  for  about  two 
years,  when  (  was  requested  to  meet  with 
them  again.  I  attended,  and  one  of  the 

*  I  would  observe  that  I  never  attended  public 
worship  at  any  place  hut  at  (hn  oihcting-bouic.  , 


brethren  spoke  in  my  behalf,  and  said 
that  be  believed  me  sincere,  and  that  it 
was  my  design  to  unite  the  two  denomi¬ 
nations.  It  was  then  stated  to  me,  that 
it  was  the  wish  of  the  phurch,  I  should 
return,  and  that  they  would  receive  me 
without  any  acknowledgment.  This, 
however,  1  did  not  feel  disposed  to  do, 
as  I  should  then  be  denied  the  privilege 
of  attending  other  meetings.  Soon  after 
this,  at  a  church  meeting,  the  vote  of 
censure  was  recalled,  and  the  church  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  they  had  done  wrong.  Of 
this  I  was  iluly  informed.  Soon  after,  a 
new  labor  was  commenced  and  another 
church  meeting  called,  at  which  1  was 
summoned  to  attend,  and  answer  for  my 
conduct.  The  conduct  to  which  they  re¬ 
ferred,  was  expressed  in  the  citation,  in 
the  following  words,  the  'sin  of  breaking 
your  covenant  obligations,  by  leaving  our 
stated  meetings  of  worship,  on  the  ^'^ahbath, 
and  going  to  other  meetings.'  At  this 
meeting  I  attended,  and  was  again  re¬ 
quested  to  return.  They  allowed  me  two 
weeks  to  give  an  answer.  But  as  one  of 
the  brethren,  with  whom  I  wished  to  con¬ 
verse  on  the  subject  was  absent,  I  was 
unable  to  give  an  answer,  and  sent  a  re¬ 
quest  by  a  brother  to  have  it  put  by  fora 
short  time.  The  brother  informed  me 
that  he  made  the  request  three  times,  but 
that  it  received  no  attention,  anil  I  was 
at  this  time  excommunicated  /’’ 

Thus  we  see,  that  a  Brother  was  ex¬ 
communicated  for  the  great  sintif  attend¬ 
ing  on  liberal  preaching — preaching  that 
describes  God  as  the  Father,  Friend  and 
Benefactor  of  the  human  race.  This  the 
reader  will  see  was  the  only  cause  of 
complaint.  Why,  I  ask.  were  they  un¬ 
willing,  that  he  should  hear, that  doctrine 
w'hich  “  drops  like  the  rain  and  distills 
like  the  dew?"’  Why  were  they  unwill¬ 
ing  that  he  should  “  try  the  spirits,” 
“prove  all  things,  and  hold  fast  that  which 
is  good  ?”  '  Why  were  they  unwilling 
that  he  should  “examine  himself  whether 
he  were  in  the  faith?”  Is  this  the  effect 
of  the  spirit  of  him  who  said,  “  He  that 
hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear?”  or  is  it 
the  effect  of  bigofry  and  superstition.^ 
For  one,  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that 
“where  the  spirit  of  Christ  is,  there  is 
liberty.”  Reader,  let  the  case  before 
you  be  a  striking  lesson  to  teach  you  se¬ 
riously  to  consider  and  weigh  all  things; 
before  you  unite  with  a  church  that  is- 
opposed  to  the  spirit  of  free  and  bold  in¬ 
quiry.  0.  A.  SKINNER. 

Washinglon,  N.H.  March  9,1829. 

REMARKS. 

Let  tlie  candid  reader  look  at  (he  above  de¬ 
scribed  management  of  the  Calvinistic  Cfiurch 
in  Washington,  and  (hen  judge  whether  such  a 
Church  is  entitletl  to  the  appellatioa  of  “  Iho 
Church  of  C^ri)t’’“*n  hClh6t  what  tltig  tlilwl  od; 
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eartb  will  be  bound  in  heaven,  au  i  what  tliev 
loose  on  earth  will  be  loosed  in  heaven.  It  will 
be  seen  that  this  church  first  passed  a  vote  ot 
■:tmure  a^aiost  Br.  Wright,  and  after  calling 
upon  him,  and  he  refusing  to  acknowledge  he 
was  wrong,  they  justly  concluded  they  were 
wrong  themtelres,  and  recalled  the  vote  of  cen¬ 
sure.  Then  fining  that  neither  the  censure  nor 
the  degrading  acknowledgment  ou  their  part,  had 
cither  intimidated  or  coaxed  Dr.W.  to  relinquish 
bis  liberty  of  going  to  meeting  where  he  pleased, 
they  again  vir.ually  declare  by  theirdoings,  that 
they  were  right  in  their  first  censure  which  they 
had  rcca/Zcd, and  wrong  in  their  acknowledgment, 
again  proi^eed  against  him  and  cut  him  off  be¬ 
cause  he  would  not  make  as  many  acknowicdg- 1 
ments  as  the  church  had  !  Query — was  uot  Uic 
last  error  worse  than  the  first  ?  Editor. 


From  the  Universalist  Review. 

WEBSTER’S  DICTIONARY. 

Among  the  many  causes  that  have  com- 
bineil  to  distil  erroneous  opinions  into 
the  mind,  and  to  bind  it  fast  in  the  slavish 
fetters  of  superstition  and  ignorance,  no 
one,  perhaps,  has  had  a  more  powerful 
influence  than  the  following:  Standard 
works  of  great  and  learned  men  are 
sprinkled  with  fragments  of  tradition  and 
human  creeds.  There  is  not,  probably, 
a  more  striking  proof  of  the  correctness 
of  this  remai'A,  than  is  to  be  found  in  a 
late  work,  known  by  the  name  that  heads 
this  article.  It  is  iny  intention  in  this 
communication,  to  review  the  definition 
given  by  the  author,  of  tlie  word  damn, 
and  its  derivatives. 

“Damn.  To  sentence  to  eternal  tor¬ 
ments  in  a  future  state. 

“  Damnation.  Sentence  to  everlast¬ 
ing  punishment  in  a  future  state. 

Damned.  Sentenced  to  everlasting 
punishment  in  a  future  state.  “  He  that 
believeth  not  shall  be  damned.”  Mark 
16:  16. 

“  Damning.  Dooming  to  Endless  pun¬ 
ishment  in  a  future  state.” 

Consider  for  a  moment  the  evil  conse¬ 
quences,  which  must  necessarily  result 
from  these  definitions.  Should  any  ar¬ 
gument  be  entered  into  on  the  meaning 
attached  to  the  word  Damned,  as  record¬ 
ed  in  the  16th  chapter  of  the  gospel  by 
Mark,  friend  Webster  will  be  consulted. 
By  many  he  will  be  considered  as  good 
authority — he  is  a  learned  man — a  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Laws,  and  must  undoubtedly  be 
correct.  He  says  that  “  damned,”  means 
Sentenced  to  everlasting  punish¬ 
ment  in  a  future  state,”  and  quotes  in 
proof  the  very  passage  which  we  have 
supposed  to  be  in  dispute.  This,  with 
many  persons,  will  be  considered  as  sat- 
fbetoryj  and  on  friend  Webster’s  author* 
ity  they  may  contend,  that  “  he  that  be- 
lietrtih  not  shall  be”  sentenced  to  ever¬ 


lasting  punishment  in  a  future  state. 
Than  which,  nothing  can  be  more  foreign 
to  the  meaning  of  the  passage,  as  we  shall 
presently  prove. 

But  we  will  admit,  for  the  sake  of  the 
argument,  that  such  is  its  true  and  genu¬ 
ine  scriptural  meaning.  At  the  14th 
verse,  we  find  that  “  the  eleven’’  were 
unbelievers.  Christ  “  upbraided  them 
with  their  unbeHefand  hardness  of  heart.” 
Will  any  one  contend  that  the  disciples 
of  our  Lord  were  “  sentenced  to  ever¬ 
lasting  punishment  in  a  future  state  P” 

But  again=— How  are  we  to  ascertain 
who  were  believers  r  We  answer — by 
reading  the  verses  succeeiling  the  words 
quoted  by  friend  W.  as  proof  of  his  de¬ 
finition.  “  And  these  signs  shall  follow 
them  that  believe:  In  my  name  shall 
they  cast  out  devils;  they  shall  speak 
with  new  tongues;  they  shall  take  up 
serpents;  and  if  they  drink  any  deadly 
thing,  it  shall  not  hurt  them;  they  shail 
lay  hands  on  the  sick,  and  they  shall  re¬ 
cover.”  Now,  friend  Webster,  canst 
thou  perform  any  of  these  miracles  ?  If 
not,  wilt  thou  not  be  damned?  And  wilt 
thou  not  be  accompanied  into  “everlasting 
punishment  in  a  future  state,”  b^  all  who 
have  lived  since  Christ excepting  those 
only  who  saw  the  Lord  Jesus  after  his  re¬ 
surrection,  and  who  alone  were  endued 
with  the  miraculous  powers  mentioned. 

No  man  can  believe  as  he  pleases.  lie 
is  the  creature  of  circumstances.  And 
can  it  be  supposed  that  he  will  be  “  sen¬ 
tenced  to  everlasting  punishment  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  state,”  for  that  over  which  he  has 
no  control  ?  Justice  forbids  it. 

Wilt  thou  contend  that  the  “belief” 
was  limited  to  the  age  of  the  apostles  ? 
If  so — by  what  parity  of  reasoning  canst 
thou  show  that  the  damnation  for  unbe¬ 
lief  extends  to  any  other  age  or  persons? 

Again — What  were  they  to  believe  ? 
“Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach 
the  gospel  to  every  creature.’’  What  is 
the  gospel  ?  Is  it  not  “glad  tidings  of 
great  joy,  which  shall  be  unto  all  peo¬ 
ple  ?”  Can  it  be  glad  tidings  to  those 
who  are  “  sentenced  to  everlasting  pun¬ 
ishment  in  a  future  state  ?'’  If  not,  is  it 
glad  tidings  unto  all  people  ?  This  is 
the  gospel  preached  by  the  angels  to  shep 
herds  on  the  plains  of  Bethlehem.  Dost 
thou  believe  it  ?  If  not,  “  he  that  be¬ 
lieveth  not  shall  be  damned.” 

But  we  stop  not  here.  Belief  presup¬ 
poses  a  knowledge  of  what  is  to  be  be¬ 
lieved.  Canst  thou  inform  us  what  will 
become  of  those  who  have  never  heard 
the  sound  of  the  gospel  1  They  arc  ne¬ 
cessarily  unbelievers,  and  if  unbelievers, 
will  they  not  be  “  sentenced  to  everlast¬ 
ing  punishment  in  a  future  state  ?’’  Most 
assuredly  if  thy  definition  be  correct. 

But,leaving  these  manifest  absurdities, 
which  grow  out  of  the  word  “  damned,’ 


as  defined  in  thy  dictionary,  altogether 
out  of  the  question,  dost  thou  believe  the 
Bible  ?  If  so,  art  thou  aware  of  what  is 
said  therein  of  those  who  add  unto  the 
words  thereof?  “  If  any  man  shall  add 
unto  these  things,  God  shall  add  unto 
him  the  plagues  that  are  written  in  this 
book.’’  Rev.  22:  18.  Art  thou  aware, 
friend  Webster,  that  the  language  thou 
hast  annexed  to  the  word  under  conside¬ 
ration,  as  the  definition  thereof,  is  no 
where  recorded  in  the  volume  of  the 
scriptures  ?  Gather  the  host  of  orthodox 
doctors,  for  whose  gratification  thou  hast 
thus  defined  the  word  “damo,”  and  its 
derivatives — read  from  Genesis  to  Reve¬ 
lation — search  till  your  eyes  wax  dim  in 
death;  and  you  cannot  find  a  single  pas¬ 
sage,  which  speaks  of  any  punishment 
which  must  necessarily  mean  “in  a  fu¬ 
ture  state”— -much  less  “everlasting pun¬ 
ishment,”  or  “  eternal  torments.”  But 
this  is  not  thy  most  heinous  violation  of 
truth. 

Damning.  Dooming  to  Endless  pun¬ 
ishment  in  a  future  state!  I”  Wilt  thou 
be  pleased  to  put  thy  finger  on  the  chap¬ 
ter  and  verse,  in  which  the  word  “end¬ 
less”  is  ever  applied  to  punishment,  either 
in  this  or  a  future  state  ?  We  dare  thee 
to  the  test 

Wilt  thou  pretend  to  plead  ignorance 
in  extenuation  ?  What!  Noah  Webster. 
L.L.  D.  plead  ignorance!  Impossible. 
Yet  what  else  canst  thou  ofier  ? 

In  thy  work,  friend  Webster,  thou  hast 
cited  words  from  many  foreign  languages, 
and  can  it  be  supposed  that  thou  art  to¬ 
tally  unacquainted  with  the  Greek  ?  If 
not,  dost  thou  know  that  the  original 
word  rendered  “damned’’  in  Mark  16: 
16,  is  Katakrino  ?  In  Romans  14:  23, 
the  same  word  is  used.  “And  he  thai 
doubteth  is  damned  if  he  eat,  because  he 
eateth  not  of  faith;  for  whatsoever  is  not 
of  faith,  is  sin.^  Damned  of  whomi 
Ans.  22d  verse.  “  Hast  thou  faith?  have 
it  to  thyself  before  God.  Happ^  is  he 
that  condemneth  not  himself  in  that 
thing  which  he  alloweth.’’  Is  any  thing 
said  here  about  “endless  punishment  in 
a  future  state?’’ 

Thy  error,  friend  Webster,  originated 
from  the  imputed  meaning  generally  at¬ 
tached  to  the  word  “  saved’’  in  the  pas¬ 
sage — “  He  that  believeth  and  is  baptised 
shall  be  saved.”  Saved  from  what?  Not 
from  an  angry  God,  an  infinite  Devil, 
and  an  endless  Hell-rbecause  no  scrip¬ 
ture  writer  ever  says  so.  What  then^ 
“Thou%halt  call  his  name  Jesus,  for  he 
shall  save  his  people  from  their  sins.” 
“  But  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  dam¬ 
ned,”  (or  condemned.)  To^rhat?  We 
answer,  that  from  which  the  believer  wm 
saved — his  sins.  **  He  that  believeth 
not  is  condemned  (or  damned)  alreadv.** 

"  Having  damnation,  'because  th^ 


[ 

have  cast  off  their  first  faith.”  1  Tim.  5: 1 
12.  The  persons  spoken  of,  have  it  now, 
it  is  already  in  their  possession — not  that 
it  is  reserved  for  them  in  “a  future  state.” 

**  For  he  that  eateth  and  drinketh  un¬ 
worthily,  eateth  and  drinketh  damnation 
to  himself,  not  discerning  the  Lord’s  bo¬ 
dy.”  1  Cor.  11:29.  Dost  thou  suppose, 
friend  Webster,  that  the  person  who 
“  eatheth  and  drinketh  unworthily,  eateth 
and  drinketh”  **  everlasting  punishment 
in  a  future  state  ?” 

We  seriously  call  on  the  author  of  the 
work  under  consideration,  to  defend  it. 
On  doctrinal  points,  the  columns  of. this 
paper  shall  be  open  to  him.  It  is  a  sub¬ 
ject  on  which  all  reasoning  men  should 
feel  interested,  and  deserves  a  candid 
and  serious  investigation.  May  He  of 
whom  and  whose  we  are,  lead  us  into  all 
truth.  .  A.  C.  T. 


If  sin  be  infinite,  irresistible,  and  in- 1 
terminable,  must  it  not  be  an  attribute  of 
the  Deity;  and  must  not  the  Deity  have 
been  unwise  to  permit  a  cause  to  exist, the 
cftects  of  which  he  is  unable  to  govern  r 
If  sin  is  infinite,  it  is  equal  to  Omnip¬ 
otence;  and  would  it  not  therefore  be 
equally  proper  to  say,  that  sin  will  de¬ 
stroy  God,  (lie  being  no  more  than  infin¬ 
ite.)  as  to  say,  that  God  will  destroy  sin? 

If,  as  is  the  fact,  sin  is  finite,  the 
result  of  finite  causes,  is  it  not  false  rea¬ 
soning  to  affirm,  that  its  effects  will  be 
infinite,  or  endless  ?  Can  an  effect  be 
greater  than  the  cause  which  produces 
it  ?— A’l  F.  Gospel  Herald. 


SHOCKING  OCCURRENCE. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  February  last, 
Lucius  A.  S.  Dunbar,  son  of  Mr.  David 
Dunbar,  of  Mamilton,  Madison  co.  puta 
period  to  his  mortal  existence,  by  shoot¬ 
ing  himself  through  with  a  rifle,  in  the 
chamber  of  his  father’s  house,  in  the  22d 
year  of  his  age.  Imagination  has  been 
racked  to  find  some  probable  cause  for 
thb  melancholy  catastrophe;  but  in  vain. 
Mystery — inscrutable  mystery — covers 
the  whole!  He  was  a  young  man  of  su¬ 
perior  mental  endowments.  His  moral 
deportment  was  such  as  to  defy  the 
•tongue  of  slander. .  He  was  justly  the 
hope  and  pride  of  his  family — beloved  by 
all  his  friends — esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  him.  His  temporal  prbspects  we!i:e 
flattering — although  not  possessed  of  a 
vigorous  constitution,  he  was  the  son  of 
a  fond,  indulgent  father,  whost  affluent 
circumstances  presented  before  him  the 
fairest  prospect  of  enjoying  every  com¬ 
fort  of  life.  Yet  all  this  was  not  suffi¬ 
cient  to  allure  him,  humanly  speaking, 
from  a  shocking  and  premature  deatli! 
May  a  merciful  God  comfort  his  afflicted 
friends  and  companions.'— 'Com. 
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TO  OUR  READERS. 

The  present  may  b»  emphatically  called  an 
important  era  in  the  religious  world.  Great  ex¬ 
citement  pervades  Christendom  generally,  and 
the  people  of  these  United  States  in  particular. 
Almost  every  theory  that  the  imagination  of  man 
can  conceive  finds  its  votaries  and  abettors;  and 
among  many  of  the  different  sectaries  there 
seems  to  prevail  almost  as  much  confusion  as  did 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Shinar’s  plain  in  the 
building  of  BabePs  Tower.  V/hi!e  some  go  to  the 
extreme  of  bigotry  and  intolerance,  often  uni. 
ting  with  them  a  fanaticism  bordering  on  insan¬ 
ity ;  otheis  go  to  tho  opposUe  extreme,  by  fall  j 
lag  into  universal  scepticism,  and  opposition  to 
all  religion;  merely,  as  it  would  seem,  because 
their  spiritual  antipodes  have  palmed  a  counter¬ 
feit  coin  upon  community,  or  tarnished  the  beau¬ 
ty  and  degraded  the  name  of  true  religion. — 
These  things  are  what  are  naturally  to  be  ex¬ 
pected,  when  we  consider  human  nature  as  it  is, 
imperfect  and  prone  to  extravagance.  But 
they  by  no  means  prove  that  all  religioo  is  false, 
or  that  religion,  in  general,  is  unnecessary  ;  but 
the  reverse.  For  if  there  were  no  true  coin, 
there  would  be  no  counterfeits :  and  the  vciy 
existence  of  those  extiavagaoces,  proves  incon- 
trovcrtibly  the  necessity  ol'religion.  As  Doctor 
Franklin  says, ''  if  men  are  so  wicked  with  reli-. 
gion,  what  would  they  be  without  it 

W e  cannot  believe  that  we  were  thrown  into 
being  by  blind  chance;  neither  that  wc  were 
created  without  design — a  design  all- wise  and 
infinitely  benevolent.  Nor  can  we  believe  that 
a  being  all-wise  and  iofinitely  benevolent,  after 
having  created  us,  would  Icavo  us  without  a 
knowledge  of  Lis  character  and  will,  and  our  du¬ 
ty  and  destination.  That  necessary  knowledge 
we  believe  he  has  given  us  in  the  Revelation  of 
his  Word,  the  Scriptures  of  divine  truth,  which 
are  able  to  make  us  wise  unto  salvation,  through 
faith,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus. 

In  determining  which  of  the  various  and  con¬ 
flicting  systems  of  doctrine  now  prevalent  in 
our  land  is  true,  we  are  to  search  the  Scriptures, 
exercise  our  reason,  “  prove  all  things, .and  hold  ! 
fast  that  which  is  good.'*  Whatever  theory 
gives  us  the  most  exalted  views  of  the  Divine 
character  and  benignity,  inspires  the  most  love 
and  gratitude  to  God,  and  the  most  expansive  be¬ 
nevolence  and  good  will  to  man — in  short,  what¬ 
ever  theory  teods  most  to  promote  happiness, — 
is  most  salutary  and  happy  in  its  influence,  and 
of  course,  most  likely  to  be  of  divine  origin — 
most  likely  to  bo  true.  The  doctrine  of  the  Di¬ 
vine  benevolence  we  conceive  lays  at  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  all  true  religion.  For  as  Archbishop 
Tillotsoo  justly  observes,  “  according  as  men's 
notions  of  God  are,  such  will  be  their  religion. 
If  they  have  gross  aod  false  conceptbns,  their 
religion  will  be  absurd  and  superstitious.  They 


will  be  apt  to  be  such  towards  ooe  another  as 
they  fancy  God  to  be  towards  them ;  for  all  re¬ 
ligion  naturally  inclines  men  to  imitate  him  whom 
they  worship.’* 

In  regard  to  theory,  the  religious  or)mmunitv 
appears  divided  into  two  general  and  grand  di¬ 
visions,  viz :  Orthodox  and  Liberal ;  (Ortho¬ 
doxy  sigoiiyiDg  in  all  countries,  the  prevailing 
or  popular  doctrine  ;  and  in  this,  generally, 
Calvinism.)  The  editor  of  this  paper  deemsit 
hardly  necessary  to  inform  his  readers  that  he 
disbelives  in  the  popular  theology  of  the  day — 
that  he  views  it  irrational,  unscriptural,  and 
fraught  with  the  most  unhappy  consequences  in 
society,  wherever  its  legitimate  fruits  are  seen  ; 
though  he  pretends  not  to  call  in  question  the 
sincerity  of  many  of  its  votaries.  \Ve  do  seri¬ 
ously  and  solemnly  believe  that  the  Orthodoxy, 
socallcd,  of  this  country,  or  indeed  the  doctrine 
which  maintains  the  endless  continuance  of  sin 
and  misery  in  any  form,  is  false — that  it  robs 
God  of  his  glory,  bis  character  of  all  its  beauty, 
Jesus  of  bis  triumph,  and  man  of  a  rational  hope 
of  happiness,  either  here  or  hereafter.  We  are 
therefore  not  of  the  class  called  Orthodox,  but  of 
that  denominated  I.iberal  Cliristians.  But 
when  we  assume  the  appellation  9(Z.ibcralists  in 
religion,  wo  wish  to  be  distinctly  understood  that 
we  are  not  of  that  class,  who,  Proteus-like,  can 
assume  any  shape,  adopt  every  new  theory,  ami 
unite  in  all  measures  opposed  to  Orthodoxy. — 
No ;  so  far  as  we  believe  the  Orthodox  are  right, 
we  will  go  with  them ;  and  no  fattier  than  this 
will  we  go  with  the  Liberalists.  We  have  our 
belief,  a  settled  unwavering  belief,  in  the  divine 
authority  of  the  Scriptures,  io  the  doctrine  oi 
universal  benevolence,  impartial  grace,  and  the 
“  restitution  of  all  things  which  God  hath  spoken 
j  by  tho  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets  since  the 
world  beean.”  And  while  this  continues  to  be 
our  belief,  we  shall  steadily  and  perscveringly 
go  forward  in  inculcating  and  defending  these 
divine  principles,  believing,  as  they  are  founded 
in  tho  everlasting  truth  of  God,  they  must  and 
will  finally  prevail  over  all  partial  and  errone¬ 
ous  theories. 

But  again — The  religious  community  is  divi¬ 
ded  in  another  respect  into  the  Libera1,and  lllib* 
oral  Party.  It  must  bo  obvious  to  the  most  su¬ 
perficial  observer  that  there  are  certain  lead- 
ers  of  the  Orthodox  party  who  arc  aiming  at  ex¬ 
clusive  privileges,  a  monopoly  of  power,  and  the 
direction  of  the  goveromeut  of  this  nation ;  and 
lhatthrough  the  influence  and  numbers  of  their 
subalterns,  and  the  aid  of  immense  funds  derived 
from  nominally  benevolent  institutions,  they  are 
seeking  the  Union  of  Church  and  State,  that 
they  may  not  only  dictate  in  theory,  but  compel 
submission  to  their  standard  of  faith  and  rule  of 
practice.  But  the  great  body  of  people  in  this 
country,  so  far  as  they  arc  aware  of  this  fact,  we 
are  sensible,  are  opposed  to  ftiis  wily  and  dan¬ 
gerous  scheme,  and  in  favor  of  equal  rwbts  and 
liberty  to  all;  and  Ibw  far,  IhegrWtbody  of  tho 
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j)«ople  are  of  the  Liberal  party  in  this  respec  t. 
But  the  leaders  of  the  Illiberal  party,  having  al- 
ready  acquired  great  wealth,  power  and  ascen¬ 
dency,  are  pushing  forward  their  dangerous 
Ilians,  with  all  the  art  and  finesse  of  which  they 
are  masters,  and  with  untiring  perseverance. — 
Defeat  in  one  point  serves  but  to  exasperate 
and  goad  them  on  to  renewed  hostilities  against 
the  liberties  of  conscio0ce  and  the  rights  of  pri¬ 
vate  judgment.  * 

We  blame  no  man  for  his  honest  opinions ; 
liut  hold  that  the  rights  of  conscience  are  sacred 
above  all  other  privileges.  The  enemies  of 
these  rights  will  receiva  their  just  dues  at  our 
hands.  And  should  we  drag  Intolerance  from 
his  secret  den  and  expose  the  monster  in  the 
light  ol  open  day,  we  shall  do  it  for  the  good  of 
our  fellow  beings,  that  they  may  see  his  ugly 
features  and  drive  him  from  the  land. 

In  short,  we  intend  to  pursue  a  liberal  course 
in  the  true  sense  of  liberality.  Should  occasion¬ 
al  severity  appear  in  any  of  our  animadversions 
on  errors  or  corruptions  in  theory  or  practice, 
it  will  proceed  from  the  conviction  that  the  mor¬ 
al  wound  to  which  ‘  it  is  applied,  is  so  deep  and 
rankling,  as  to  require  being  probed  to  the  hot 
hm.  Wickedness  and  hypocrisy  did  not  escape 
the  severity  of  onr  blessed  Master’s  rebukes. 

To  our  brethred  who  are  united  with  us  in 
faith  we  would  say — Dear  Brethren,  let  us  all 
be  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty;  let  us 
lore  God  and  humanity  ;  let  us  practice  virtue 
and  do  good ;  let  us  show  to  the  world  the  salu¬ 
tary  influence  of  our  principles;  remembering 
that  no  the  .y,  however  splendid  or  beautiful,  is 
of  any  val  .e,  unless  it  incites  t«  the  discharge  of 
tlie  practical  duties  of  Christianity. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  for  the  2d  volume  of  theUlicaE-j 
vangelical  Magazine,  who  wish  to  discontinue 
their  subscription,  are  requested  to  write  their 
names  and  place  of  residence  on  the  margin  of 
this  number,  do  it  up  carefully  in  a  wrapper, 
open  at  one  end,  superscribed,  Evangelical 
^Magazine,  Utica,  JV.  K.”and  put  it  into  their 
respective  Post  Offices  to  be  returned  to  us. — 
\U,who  do  not  immediately  return  this  No.  will 
he  considered  subscribers  for  the  whole  of  the 
Td  Volume. 

We  hope  if  any  should  conclude  to  discontin¬ 
ue,  they  will  procure  at  least  one  other  subscri¬ 
ber  in  their  place. 

Will  each  of  our  present  suhscribers  procure 
me  new  one  .* 

Cannot  our  list  of  Village  Subscribers  be  in¬ 
creased  to  500  ? 


Our  agents  at  a  distance,  if  they  choose, 'may 
retain  their  Prospectuses  (and  should  any  more 
be  wanted  they  can  be  furnished)  and  return  us 
the  names  they  have  obtained  by  letter.  We 


tender  our  unfeigned  thanks  to  those  agents 
who  lave  already  returned  new  and  increased 
lists  of  subscribers. 

Our  Title. — We  have  concluded  since  the 
close  of  the  2d  volume,  to  leave  out  the  wdrd 
“f/lica”  from  our  caption  or  title,  as  it  seems  to 
be  rather  superfluous,  being  always  used  in  the 
dale  of  our  paper.  TFith  this  word,  our  title  is 
too  long ;  without  it,  just  right,  and  sufficiently 
explicit  for  the  design  of  the  work.  We  like  a 
short  story  well  told,  better  than  a  long  and  un¬ 
meaning  one. 

The  Second  Volume  of  the  Utica  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Magazine  may  be  had,  entire,  by  applying  to 
the  editor.  Price  Jl. 

A  vti'y  ftw  copies  only  of  the  first  volume, 
bound  and  lettered,  for  75. 

The  first  and  second  vols.  broken  (a  few  Nos. 
only  missing)  for  50  cents  each. 


LOVELAND’S  GREEK  LEXICON. 

A  work  was  published  in  Woodstock,  Vt. 
nearly  a  year  since,  entitled  “  A  Greek  Lexi¬ 
con,  adapted  to  the  New  Testament,  with  En¬ 
glish  definitions.  By  Samuel  C.  Loveland.” 
Wo  intended  to  have  noticed  this  work  before 
now,  though  it  is  not  long  since  the  first  copy  of 
it  we  have  seen  fell  into  our  bands ;  and  so  nu¬ 
merous  have  been  our  avocations,  that  we  have 
bai^*TD|)  little  time  to  examine  it,  or  compare  it 
witlr^her  or  standard  works  of  the  kind.  Its 
much  esteemed  author  will  therefore  pardon 
this  delay  on  our  part. 

This  is  certainly  a  meritorious  work,  richly 
deserving  the  patronage  of  all  who  need  such  a 
help  to  the  understanding  of  the  original  of  the 
New  Testament.  Though  the  author  is  well 
known  as  an  Universalist  preacher,  sectarianism 
has  nothing  to  do  with  this  Lexicon — it  has 
been  kept  at  its  proper  distance,  and  not  allow¬ 
ed  to  enter  into  any  of  the  deCnitions  given.  The 
work  will  be  found  a  great  convenience,  and 
particularly  adapted  to  the  use  of  itinerant 
preachers,  as  well  as  all  others  not  well  versed 
in  the  Latin  language,  and  who  are  not  furnish¬ 
ed  with  larger  and  more  expensive  works  of  the 
kind. 

The  author  is  a  man  of  excellent  learning, 
and  of  uncommon  application  and  perseverance 
in  study.  lie  has  had  access  to  all  the  standard 
^  works  on  the  subject  of  his  labors ;  and  has  spent 
four  years  in  preparing  it  for  the  public.  So 
well  satisfied  with  the  utility  of  the  work,  were 
the  General  Convention  of  Univerialists,  at  their 
last  session,  that  they  passed  a  formal  resolution 
of  approbation  and  recommendation  of  it.  We 
sincerely  hope  Brother  Loveland  will  be  amply 
rewarded  for  hu  labor  by  a  liberal  minded  pub¬ 
lic. 

The  following  notice  of  his  Lexicon  is  ex¬ 
tracted  from  the  Boston  Christian  Examiner 
and  TheologicaF  Review 


**  This  is,  on  the  whole,  a  creditable 
little  book.  It  is  intended  for  a  pocket 
companion  for  the  Greek  Testament,  and 
is  well  adapted  to  such  a  use.  Though 
not  much  above  half  the  size  of  the  small¬ 
est  Elzevir,  it  is  complete  in  all  that  it 
pretends  to  be.  Indeed,  it  performs  more 
than  it  promises.  After  the  usual  man¬ 
ner  of  American  compilations,  it  loves  to 
be  somewhat  multifarious,  and  to  leave 
nothing  untold  than  seems  related  to  the 
subject  in  hand.  In  a  short  appendix  we 
are  presented  with  the  Hebrew  and  Greek 
alphabets,  an  account  of  the  pronuncia¬ 
tion  of  the  Romaic  or  modern  Greek,  a 
glance  at  the  Masoretic  points,  together 
with  a  disquisition  on  the  formation  of  the 
verbs  and  verbals  in  general  of  the  Greek 
tongue.” 

We  have  obtained  a  few  subscribera  for  the 
above  work,  and  could  probably  dispose  of  a  do¬ 
zen  or  two  of  copies,  if  Br.  Loveland  could  find 
means  of  conveying  them  to  us. 

•  '  ■  ■ 

NOTICES. 

The  Universedist  Convention  of  the  slate  oi 
New-York,  will  be  bolden  in  Utica  ODthe2u 
Wednesday  (13th  day)  of  May  next. 

The  Southern  dissociation  of  Universalists  will 
beholden  in  Hartford, Ct.  on  the  3d  Wednesday 
(20th  day)  of  May  next. 

Brother  Stephen  R.  Smith  is  expected  to 
preach  at  Middleville,  on  the  4th  Sunday  in  this 
month. 

>  _ 

The  office  of  the  Trumpet  and  Magazine, 
Boston,  was  on  fire  on  Friday,  the  13th  ult.  and 
some  damage  sustained  by  the  burning  of  paper, 
pamnlilets/'c.  though  no  very  essential  loss  en¬ 
sued.  The  fire  was  supposed  to  be  the  work  ol 
an  incendiary,  who  probably  thought  by  that 
means  to  burn  up  Universalism;  but  he  must 
Lave  been  sadly  disappointed.  For  though  he 
may  burn  papers  containing  it,  the  doctrine  is 
indestructible. 

TTie  Prayer  of  Faith. — What  are  we  to  think 
of  the  prayers  and  faith  of  those  religionists  who 
pray  (with  all  apparent  earnestness  and  fervor) 
for  the  conversion  and  salvation  of  all  mankind, 
and  then,  in  the  very  next  breath,  call  it  a  dam¬ 
nable  heresy  to  believe  in  it — to  believe  their 
prayers  will  be  answered  ? 

JVature. — O  Nature,  thou  dost  never  plead  in 
vain.  There  is  not  of  our  earth,  a  creature  bear¬ 
ing  form  and  life,  human  or  savage,  native  of  the 
forest  or  the  air,  around  whose  parem  bosom 
thou  hast  not  a  cord  entwined,  of  power  to  tie 
them  to  their  offspring,  and  of  thy  will  to  draw 
them  back  to  thee.  And  can  it  be  supposed  that 
the  God  of  Nature,  the  Father  of  all  beings,  who 
implanted  these  tender  affections,  will  ever  cease 
to  love  any  of  his  own  ofikpring,  or  doom  tbrm  tt> 
suffer  unending  misery  while  omnipotence  sus¬ 
tains  bis  arm  i  Impossible. 
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To  Correspondents  and  Readers. — Br.  W.  1. 
R«ete,  touching  certain  matters  and  things,  is 
received,  and  shall  have  a  place  in  our  next.  Our 
readers  may  expect  a  series  of  articles  soon, from 
his  pen,  on  tht  phrases,  “  Kingdom  of  God,”  and 
“Kingdom  of  Heaven.” 

“  A  Friend  to  Liberty,”  “  Spectator,”  “  Libe¬ 
rality,”  “  J.  S.  Mitchell,”  “  J.  B.  Shannon,”  “  N. 
S.”&c.  &C.  arc  reccivcd-and  shall  be  disposed  of 
as  fast  as  possible. 

Dedication. — TheUniversaiist  church  in  Grand 
street,  New-York,  lately  occupied  by  the  Epis- 
paliaus,  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  the  “Sa¬ 
viour  of  all  men,”  on  Sunday  morning  of  the  8th 
tilt.  Sermon  by  Rev.  T.  Fisk.  Other  services 
by  Rev.  B.  Bates  and  Rev.  A.  C.  Thomas.  This 
Church  is  said  to  be  a  very  neat  and  pleasantly 
situated  edifice. 

We  understand  Rev.  Joshua  Flagg,  of  Dana, 
Mass,  has  received  and  accepted  an  invitation  to 
become  the  Pastor  of  the  Universalist  Society  in 
Hudson,  N.  Y. 

BIGOTRY. 

We  know  not  that  we  have  ever  seen  a  more 
forcible  and  true  description  of  Bigotry,  tl:*a  is 
contained  in  the  following  extract  from  oue  of 
the  speeches  of  Philips,  the  celebrated  Irish 
orator:  • 

“She  has  no  head,  and  cannot  thinkj 
she  has  no  heart,  and  cannot  feel;  when 
she  moves, it  is  in  wraihj  when  she  pauses, 
it  is  amid  ruinsj  her  prayers  are  cursesj 
her  communion  is  death;  her  vengeance 
is  eternity;  her  decalogue  is  written  in 
the  blood  of  her  victims;  and  jf  she  stoops 
fora  moment  from  her  infernal  flight,  it 
is  only  to  pause  upon  some  kindred  rock, 
to  whether  vulture  fangs  for  keener  ra¬ 
pine,  and  replume  her  wing  for  a  more 
sanguinary  desolation!” 

The  following- IS  ao  extract  from  a  Jetter'from 
Brother  W.  I.  Reese,  dated  North  Blootphcld, 
March  12,  1829.  We  sinocrely  symphathise 
with  him  in  the  irreparable  loss  of  his  amiable 
consort;  and  pray  that  he  may  find  that  consola¬ 
tion  in  God  and  His  promises  which  be  needs. 

“My  dear  Brother — As  time  and  chance 
happen  to  all  men,  so  it  is  with  me — to 
me  it  is  chance,  with  God fdirectiotr.  My 
lot  is  a  peculiar  one;  so  much  so,  that  I 
cannot  well  describe  it.  Time  scatters 
his  blessings  around  as  well  as  misfor¬ 
tunes;  and  w'e  are  all  participants  of  both. 
And  I  know,  that,  in  the  midst  of  our  se¬ 
verest  trials,  shouM  we  duly  reflect, there 
is  great'cause  for  thankfulness  and  grati¬ 
tude  to  God.  Our  correspondence  hav¬ 
ing  been  broken  ofl*  by  some  means  or 
other,  you  may  not  be  fully  aware  of  my 
present  condition.  You  knew  I  had  taken 
a  wife — I  will  say  nothing  of  her  worth, 
foe  I  could  not  do  the  subject  justice,  nor 
would  it  become  me  to  attempt  it,  be¬ 
cause  she  was  my  wife.  But  I  have  her 
not  tiow — she  is  gone — she  daparted  this 
life  on  the  2(1  day  of  January  last,  Her 


sufferings  were  most  excruciating — this 
pained  me  most — her  death,  in  compari¬ 
son  w’ith  her  sufferings,  was  nothing. 
We  had  been  married  one  year,  two 
months  and  nineteen  days  when  she  died. 
The  fourteen  months  preceding  her  last 
sickness,  1  record  as  the  happiest  days 
of  my  life;  and  their  remembrance  im¬ 
parts  the  keenest  edge  to  my  anguish, 
because  they  are  gone.  But  I  must  en 
deavor  to  console  myself  with  more  hap¬ 
py  reflections.  She  left  me  a  son  eight 
days  old  at  her  death,  yet  with  me,  and 
appears  to  be  healthy  and  doing  well. 
But  he  bears  so  much  of  tne  image  of  its 
mother  as  to  form  a  perpetual  monument 
to  her  memory;  and  I  am  willing  it  should 
be  so — for  I  do  not  desire,  nor  is  i?  possi¬ 
ble,  to  forget  her  while  memory  lasts. 
She  accorded  with  me  in  religious  senti¬ 
ments — she  agreed  with  me  in  every 
thing;  and  ours  was  the  perfection  of 
earthly  enjoyment.  She  remained  stead¬ 
fast  in  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints  as  long  as  she  retained  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  her  mental  faculties.  I  trust  she 
is  realising  the  result  of  her  faith  in  the 
enjoyment  of  that  Love  in  which  she 
placed  so  much  confidence.” 


LOUISA. 

Or  the  effects  of  true  and  false  Relic  ion 
contrasted.  ^ 

Louisa  M.  was  an  only  daugli^^lft^  an 
only  child,of  respectable  and  affluent  pa 
rents— -the  joy  of  her  faHier  while  he  liv¬ 
ed,  and  the  comfort  of  her  widowed  mo¬ 
ther  when  he  had  departed  for  a  better 
world.  From  the  earliest  dawn  of  her 
intellect  she  discovered  a  mind  superior 
to  those  of  vulgar  mould — a  depth  of 
thought,  a  strength  of  judgment,  united 
with  a  delicate  and  tender  sensibility, 
which  I  have  seldom  or  never  witnessed 
in  one  of  her  age.  And  yet  she  was  one 
of  the  most  cheerful  and  iiappy  creatures 
I  ever  saw;  generally  playful,  though 
never  frivolous;  often  serious,  but  never 
sad;  except  when,  occasionally  in  an  hour 
of  abstraction,  she  thought  of  the  loss  of 
her  excellent  father,  (though  she  was  but 
four  years  old  when  he  died,)  or  medita¬ 
ted  on  the  bereavement  of  her  afflicted 
mother;  and  even  then,  iier  thoughts 
seemed  to  partake  so  much  of  heaven  and 
of  the  consolations  she  had  been  taught 
to  derive  from  the  Gospel,  that  sadness 
and  gloom  found  no  abiding  place  in  her 
innocent  heart.  Her  advantages  for  edu¬ 
cation  were  good;  nor  did  she  want  the 
disposition  to  improve  them.  Her  per¬ 
son  was  in  every  respect  as  accomplished 
as  her  mind:  and  when  she  had  arrived 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  never  was  an  earth¬ 
ly  object — indeed  she  seemed  hardly  to 
be  of  earthly  mould — more  beautiful  and 
engaging ;  never  did  the  sun  shine  on  a 


fairer  bio  ssom,  or  a  more  fragrant  flower 
bloom  in  the  garden  of  human  nature.  To 
see  her  and  hear  her  converse,  was  to 
love  and  admire.  Joy  beamed  through 
the  wh(de  circle  in  which  she  moved,  and 
emparadised  every  soul  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  her  superior  virtues. 

But  alas  !  the  day  of  trial  was  now  at 
hand.  Dark  clouds  began  to  thicken  ami 
gather  around  her.  ^he  bright  sun  of 
her  happiness  seemed  about  to  set  in  end¬ 
less  night.  A  Sirocco  began  to  bieathe 
its  deadly  exhalations  through  her  soul, 
j  to  poison  all  her  joys  and  wither  all  her 
I  hopes.  It  was  a  season  of  (what  lias  been 
falsidy  called)  a  Revival  of  Religion.  I 
would  by  no  means  say  aught  against  a 
Revival  of  Religion,  in  the  proper  sense 
of  the  phrase — though  the  phrase  does 
not  occur  in  the  Bible — but  this  of  which 
[  am  about  to  speak  was  a  llevival  of 
nothing  but  Bigotry,  Fanaticism  and  Su¬ 
perstition,  and  that  at  the  expense  of  all 
the  social, generous  and  charitable  virtues 
of  the  human  heart. 

Louisa  had  been  brought  up  from  her 
earliest  childhood  in  a  parish  where  a 
iCalvinistic  clergyman  officiated,  and  had 
always  been  accustomed  to  attend  on  the 
services  of  that  church:  though  her  pa¬ 
rents  had  neither  of  them  joined  in  the 
communion  of  the  church,  as  members. 
It  had  not.  till  about  this  time,  become 
fashionable  for  clergymen  of  that  order  to 
“  get  up”  what  they  called  “great  revi¬ 
vals.”  But  at  this  time  the  religious  mania 
began  to  pervade  several  of  the  neigh¬ 
boring  churches:  A  young  man,  who 
had  just  completed  his  studies  at  Ando¬ 
ver,  was  newly  settled  in  the  parish,  and 
appeared  ambitious  of  nothing  so  much  as 
to  excel  all  others  as  a  Revival  preacher. 
So  distinguished  and  attracting  an  object 
as  Louisa  M.  could  hardly  be  expected 
to  escape  his  notice;  and  so  it  was  that 
she  shared  his  very  particular  attention. 
He  well  knew  the  in^portance  it  would 
add  to  his  labors,  should  he  succeed  in 
converting  to  his  religion  so  distinguished 
and  influential  a  personage  as  Louisa. 
Accordingly  he  frequently  visited  her 
and  her  mother,  and  by  faithfully  plying 
his  arts  soon  succeeded  in  prevailing  on 
the  latter  to  unite  with  his  church.  Tho’ 
1  have  often  wondered  that  a  woman  of 
her  good  sense  could  have  swallowed 
down  such  absurd  dogmas  as  his  creed 
embraced,  accompanied  at  the  same  time 
with  such  horrid  denunciations,  as  were 
threatened  her  in  case  of  refusal.  And  1 
can  only  account  for  it  on  the  supposition 
that  it  was  the  result  of  her  natural  tim¬ 
idity,  her  dislike  of  contradiction  and 
disputation,  and  her  desire  to  keep  peace. 

But  tbe  daughter  was  not  so  easily  won 
— possessing  superior  powers  of  mind,  a 
faculty  of  reasoning  energetically  and 
conclusively,  and  ?in  honesty  of  intention^ 
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she  could  not  consent  to  embrace  a  system  the  same  horrid  judgment  on  her  for  obsti-  tion  and  misery,  merely  because  she  could 
of  doctrine,  till  her  judgment  was  satisfied  nacy,  telling  her  she  was  the  very  vilest  not  believe  what  appeared  irrational,  or 
it  was  true,  nor  to  make  a  public  profes-  of  sinners,  and  must  see  herself  so — must  profess  what  she  did  not  believe — all,  to- 
sion  of  religion  without  feeling  its  iuflu-  see  and  acknowledge  it  would  be  just  in  gether,  overpowered  the  tender  and  deli- 
(*iice  at  her  heart;  And  when  this  spiri-  God  to  cast  her  off  for  ever ;  yea,  that  she  cate  Louisa — she  fainted,  and  fell  sense- 
fiial  dogmatizer  began  to  exhort  her  to  must  be  willing  to  receive  this  sentence  at  on  the  floor.  *  *  * 

“  repent,  to  get  religion,  to  be  born  again,  his  hand  ;  that  she  must  not  reason  on  the  When  she  was  again  restored  to  anima- 
to  make  her  peace  with  God,”  &c.  and  subject,  must  not  exercise  her  own  judg-  tion,  it  was  only  to  awaken  to  a  sense  o: 
undertook  to  frighten  her  into  compliance,  raent  at  all,  in  matters  of  religion,  but  her  own  wretchedness.  For  though  her 
by  telling  her  she  was  totally  depraved  must  believe  implicitly,  and  comply  in  ev-  judgment  had  not  been  convinced,  what 
and  abominable  in  the  sight  of  God — that  ery  thing  with  what  the  minister  told  her;  she  had  heard  had  taken  deep  hold  of  her 
her  heart  was  blacker  than  hell — that  eve-  it  was  too  much  for  her  tender  heart  to  feelings — she  dwelt  on  the  horrid  picture 
ry  thought,  word  and  deed  of  hers  was  in-  endure.  She  grieved — she  wept — sleep  that  had  been  presented  to  her  mind — she 
finitely  criminal,  and  deserving  of  .endless  forsook  her  eyes  and  slumber  flew  from  shuddered  at  the  awfulness  of  the  ideas, 
damnation — Louisa  at  first  merely  smiled  her  eye-lids.  ■  Days,  weeks  &  months  passed,  and  instead 

at  his  folly  and  want  of  decency  in  Ian-  The  credulous  mother,  thinking  she  had  of  dissipating,  seemed  to  increase  the  dark- 
guage.  But  he,  exasperated  at  not  succeed-  succeeded  in  her  pious  labors  in  fastening  >  ness  and  imperviousness  of  the  cloud  that 
ing  in  his  first  attempt  to  frighten  her  into  conviction  on  the  mind  of  her  daughter,  I  hung  over  her.  Her  days  were  spent  in 
ttonviction,  and  still  intent  on.  his  purpose,  immediately  sends  for  thb  minister — he^itterness  and  sorrow,  and  her  nightly  pil- 
began  to  swell  with  rage  and  indignation,  comes — and  sans  ceremonie,  commencesWow  was  wet  with  her  tears.  Religion, 
and  to  utter  the  most  dreadful  maledic-  his  ^ar/ora/ labors,  by  inquiring :  “Do  you  which  she  had  formerly  looked  upon  as 
tions  against  her,  for  time  and  eternity,  in  feel  yourself  the  greatest  sinner  in  the  the  Sweetest  solace  and  best  companion  of 
case  she  refused  to  comply  witJi  the  over-  world?  Do  you  see  that  your  heart  is  at  life,  had  now  lost  all  its  charms  aud  at- 
tnresof  ^racc,  and  unhesitatingly  told  her  enmity  with  God — and  that  it  would  be  tractions,  and  the  very  name  seemed  preg- 
tlie  hottest  hell  would  be  her  portion  for  just  in  him  to  cast  you  into  hell  to  all  eter- '  nant  with  wo  to  her.  If  she  sought  socie- 
over!  Louisa,  with  a  look  of  pity,  min-  nity  ?  Are  you  willing  to  throw  away  |  ty,  it  was  only  to  be  insulted  by  being 
gled  with  abhorrence  at  such  language,  your  carnal  reason  and  comply  with  the  1  called  an  enemy  to  God  and  religion :  for 
retired  in  silence  from  his  presence,  and  conditions  of  salvation  ?”  &c.  &c.  She  all  the  new  converts — and  the  most  of  her 
flew  to  her  chamber,  where  in  secret  she  answered,  weeping,  “  Sir,  I  cannot  view  acquaintances  had  become  such— undertook 
|)oured  her  vows  and  devotions  (for  she  myself  the  worst  b(?ing,  or  the  greatest  sin-  to  show  their  piety  by  thus  insulting  the 
was  not  a  stranger  to  devotion)  at  the  foot-  ner  in  the  world — I  know  not  that  I  have  wretched  Louisa.  If  she  sought  retire- 
stool  of  divine  mercy,  and  held  sweet  com-  ever  injured  a  fellow-being  in  my  life —  ment,  solitude  had  lost  its  charms,  nature 
munion  with  her  God.  After  she  had  left  and  God  is  too  great  to  be  injured,  and  her  attractions.  The  flowery  mead,  the 
the  room,  the  clergyman  observed  to  her  too  good  to  be  hated  by  me,  who  am  de-  fragrant  grove,  the  purling  rill,  were  now 
mother,  that  from  the  manner  in  which  pendent  on  him  for  all  I  am  and  have  :  I  become  tasteless  and  insipid — the  feather- 
shc  had  retired  he  could  not  but  flatter  do  not  believe  that  He  will  condemn  me  ed  songsters,  to  whose  joyous  notes  she 
himself  that  the  arrows  of  conviction  had  for  using  that  reason  he  has  given  me,  j  had  so  often  listened  with  rapture,  seemed 
reached  her  heart,  and  would  ultimately  which  alone  raises  me  above  the  brute  but  to  mock  her  misery.  She  would  often 
work  her  conversion,  if  she,  (the  mother)  creation;  nor  can  I  believe,  whatever  i  exclaim  in  her  rural  walks,  “  Oh,  ye  lit- 
would  only  se(y)nd  his  efibrts,  and  continue  have  been  my  frailties,  that  I  have  desert-  tie  innocent  birds,  that,  free  from  trouble 
to  talk  in  a  terrifying  manner  to  her  till  he  ed  endless  suffering  at  his  hand.”  ‘'Ojor  from  guilt,  chaunt  unconsciously  the 
called  again.  After  giving  his  instructions  you  stubborn  rebel  against  God,”  ejacula-  praises  of  your  maker,  why  was  I  not 
to  the  mother  he  took  his  leave  and  weut  ted  the  preacher  ;  “your  own  conscience  made  like  one  of  you  ?  why  was  I  endued 
to  visitotherfemalesofhis  parish,  of  which  tells  you  you  lie  to  God — you  are  given  with  reason  above  what  ye  possess,  if  the 
he  had  a  great  many  under  conviction^  and  over  to  hardness  of  heart  and  blindness  of  exercise  of  that  reason  is  to  prove  my  final 
In  the  process  of  what  he  called  conrcr«j07i.  mind — you  will  go  to  hell  because  you 
The  excitement  now  become  very  general  will  not  repent ;  and  there  your  repentance 
through  the  neighborhood ;  and  Louisa’s  will  avail  you  notlung — thousands  have 
mother  caught  more  fully  the  spirit  of  the  gone  there  for  the  same  reason,  with  ail 
prevailing  phrenzy  and  the  religion  of  her  the  opportunities  of  escaping,  that  you.  have 
young  pastor.  She  was  faithful  (alas!  — your  /aMer  is  doubtless  there  now  bit-  was  I  created  ?  why  not  permitted  to  sleep 
too  faithful)  to  the  charge  of  her  minister ;  terly  bewailing  his  folly;  and  could  he  in  unconscious,  unoflending  nonentity? 
slie  saught  every  opportunity  to  converse  speak  to  you,  would  warn  you,  with  tears  Hast  thou  created  merely  to  be  angry  at 
with  her  daughter  on  the  subject  of  reli-  in  his  eyes,  to  flee  to  the  ark  of  safety —  me  to  all  eternity,  for  being  just  what  thou 
gion,  and  invariably  endeavored  to  impress  but  you  will  not  hear — you  are  determined  didst  know  and  design  I  should  be  ?  or  to 
the  most  terrifying  ideas  on  her  mind. —  to  be  damned !  and  I,  and  your  mother,  condemn  me  for  a  sin  committed  without 
Notwithstanding  Louisa  possessed  a  very  and  the  saints  in  glory,  shall  rejoice  and  my  consent  or  knowledge,  and  thousands 

tender  sensibility,  she  had  borne  the  de-  sing  hallelujahs  at  your  future,  unspeaka-  of  years  before  I  had  a  being  ?” -  *  *  * 

iiunciations  of  the  clergyman  without  be-  ble  and  endless  torments  ! !  and”  — —  he  Louisa’s  mother  sew  too  late  her  sa'fl 
ing  much  affected  by  them.  For  though  would  have  added  more ;  but  she  was  in-  mistake.  A  settled  melancholy  prey^ 
she  had  always  highly  venerated  and  re  sensible  of  what  further  blasphemies  he  continually  on  her  once  happy  daughter, 
'pected  the  ministerial  character,  yet  some-  had  to  utter — the  horrible  imprecations  Her  eyes  no  longer  sparkled  with  joy— ^ 
'thing  within  told  her  that  this  minister’s  she  had  already  heard,  the  dreadful  asso-  the  flush  of  health  and  happiness  no  longer 
■deportnient  diflered  very  materially  from  ciation  of  ideas,  the  damnation  of  a  belov-  glowed  upon  her  cheeky  Pale  and  ema- 
that  of  the  apostles  or  the  true  ministers  ed  father,  the  assertion  of  a  minister  of  ciated,  unblessing  and  unblessed,  she 
W  the  meek  and  merciful  Jesus.  But  the  gospel  (whom  she  had  been  taught  to  seemed  about  to  sink  to  an  untimely  grave,, 
when  she  found  her  beloved  mother  se-  revere)  that  he  apd  her  own  dear  mother  the  hapless  victim  of  a  religious  mania ^ 

’  Oiidihg  every  thing  he  said,  denouncing  ^oQldr^oice  in  her  endless  condemna-l  [TehecooUnaed.i 


rum  i  1  am  as  tree  as  ye  from  any  con¬ 
sciousness  of  guilt  incurred  by  a  progeni¬ 
tor.  6000  years  ago ;  and  yet  that  guilt  is 
imputed  to  me.  and  ye  are  free.  O,  mys¬ 
terious  Heaven  ?  can  it  be  so  ?  If  so  why 
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I^oetical  Bepartment. 

•  '  THE  LAND  OF  REST.  " 

There  is  a  land  of  grlorious  rest. 

Where  pure  and  nappy  spirits  rove, 

For  ever  and  (or  ever  nlest. 

The  land  of  spotless  joy  and  lore. 

O  yes,  there  is  a  land  of  rest. 

Free  from  corroding  ^nef  and  care ; 

*  No  storms,  no  dangers  there  molest, 

Nor  discord  once  shall  enter  there. 

The  land  of  rest — the  land  of  joy. 

Where  quenchless  glories  meet  and  shine, 

.\nd  fit  for  angels  its  employ. 

For  all  its  Measures  are  divine. 

There  is  no  land  of  rest  beside — 

But  where  is  this  blest  region  found? 

It  is  not  bound  by  ocean  tide, 

It  is  not  upon  earthly  ground; — 

’Tis  where  bright  angels  sweep  the  lyre, 

And  spirits  of  the  just  repose ; 

*Tis  where  the  seraph’s  living  fire 
With  undiminished  ardor  glows. 

Blest  land,  methinks  I  see  thee  now. 

All  smiling  in  perennial  bloom. 

With  rapture  thron’d  on  eveiy  brow. 

And  flowers  that  breathe  divine  perfume. 

Then  hail  to  thee,  thou  land  of  rest. 

And  hail  thy  harps  of  holiest  strains. 

And  hail  those  crowns  that  grace  the  blest. 

Who  rove  along  thy  happy  plains. 

But  ah!  that  land  of  rest  is  far. 

And  dark  and  trackless  is  the  road. 

Yet  Hope,  a  bright  and  glorious  star. 

Points  onward  to  the  dear  abode. 

•  ’Then  what  though  stormy  be  the  way. 

Though  winds  and  surges  beat  and'roar, 

They  only  drive  from  earth  away. 

And  urge  to  that  celestial  shore; 

And  ’mid  the  storm  that  voice  is  best. 

That  whispers,  “  There ’s  a  Land  of  Rest.” 

————— MM— —————— 

Horrible  effects  of  a  belief  in  endless  mis¬ 
ery. — It  appears  from  a  paragraph  in  the 
papers,  copied  from  the  Montreal  Herald, 
that  a  woman  of  that  city,  Mrs.  Judith 
Concure,  lately  cut  ihe  throats  of  five  of 
her  children  in  consequence nf  her  belief,  j 
that  if  they  lived  longer  they  might  forfeit 
their  chance  for  salvation  and  be  doomed 
to  endless  misery  hereafter.  She  has 
been  committed  to  jail.  Thus  a  belief  in 
endless  misery  sometimes  leads  people, 
out  of  a  strangely  benevolent  feeling,  to 
murder  their  own  dearest  earthly  friends 
in  the  hope  of  being  the  means  of  saving 
them  from  that  awful  doom,  and  at  others, 
drives  them  to  de8pair,insanity,  and  then 
to  commit  suicide:  And  yet  it  is  said 
,  this  doctrine  is  necessary  to  the  moral 
health  of  the  community  1—  Christian  Intel. 

Purification  from  Sin  bysqeezing. — Mul¬ 
titudes  of  pilgrims  annually  visit  Mala¬ 
bar  point,  near  Bombay,  for  the  sole  pur¬ 
pose  of  squeezing  thiemselvcs  through  a 
narrow  cleft  in  the  rock,  apparently  not 
wide  enough  to  receive  the  body  of  a 
child,  as  a  sure  way  of  squeezing  out  their 
sins! 


“  Crazy  BetiJ*^ — The  original  of  this 
interesting  character,  from  the  pen  of 
Miss  Sedgwick,  passing  one  morning  the 
store  of  a  Veil  known  %pocrite  was  ac¬ 
costed  by  the  merchant  with,  ^‘Bctt,  j 


have  you  heard  the  news  this  morning  P” 
‘‘  No,  what  is  it  ?”  “  Why,  the  devil  is 
dead !”  “  Indeed — poor  fatherless  child, 
I  pity  you;  now  add  another  weed  to 
your  hat  and  you  will  have  one  for  your 
sins  and  one  for  the  loss  of  your  much 
loved  father,  so  good  morning  deacon.” 

In  this  village,  on  the  20th  ult.  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Skinner,  Mr.  Daniel  T.Re.m- 
iNGTON,  to  Miss  Harriet  Watson.- 

OBITOARy,  ” 

DIED, 

In  Lebanon,  N.  H.  March  6, Wilwiam  Benton, 
Bsq.  aged  59.  lliu  funeral  was  attended  bjr. 
a  numerous  concourse  ofeitizens  of  this  and  the 
adjacent  towns,  whose  appearance  denoted  that 
^ciety  had  experienced  a  loss.  When  you 
^ave  associated  in  one  character,  that  of  the 
Patriot,  the  humble  and  consistent  Christian,  the 
beloved  husband,  Ihe  affectionate  father,  the 
kind  and  obliging  neighbor,  and  the  honest  man, 
you  have  some  idea  of  the  loss  hjs  friends  have 
realized.  Next  to  his  bereaved  family,  the  U- 
niversalist  Society  in  this  town,  will  feel  the  loss 
of  Mr.  B.  most  sensibly — he  was  one  of  the  old¬ 
est  and  foremost  of  its  supporters.  lie  preach¬ 
ed  the  doctrine  of  God’s  impartial  grace  by  his 
daily  walk :  his  light  shone  before  men  by  bis 
works.  The  faith  he  professed  gave  him  peace 
in  life — and  when  call^  to  die,  the  same  faith, 
in  God’s  unchanging  love,  gave  him  peace  in 
death,  which  led  us  to  exclaim,  ”  mark  the  per¬ 
fect  man  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end  of 
that  man  is  peace." — Com. 

Deathof  Rev.  JohnBube,  jr, — It  becomes 
our  painful  duty  to  announce  to  our  readers  the 
death  of  our  worthy  brother,  Rev.  JOHN  BIS- 
BE,  Jr.  Pastor  of  the  Universalist  Church&So- 
ciely  in  Portland,  Me.  aged  36,who  departed  this 
life  on  Sabbath  iMorning  last,  after  a  short  sick¬ 
ness  of  eight  days  only.  This  sudden — this 
mysterious  dispensation  of  Providence,  must 
cast  an  unusual  gloom  on  all  our  sister  church¬ 
es  and  societies.  In  the  prime  of  life,  in  the 
midst  of  great  usefulness,  our  much  beloved 
brother  Bisbe  is  suddenly  cut  off.  In  bis  death, 
the  Church  and  Society  in  Portland  have  sus¬ 
tained  a  loss — a  loss  of  one  of  the  most  talented, 
eloquent  aud  faithful  of  Pastors ;  and  a  bereav¬ 
ed  wife  and  children  mourn  the  sudden  exit  tl  a 
kind  husband  and  un  indulgent  father.  We 
have  not  the  moans  now  of  giving  a  particular 
account  ofBr.  B's  useful  life.  Suificc  it  to  say, 
he  was  born  in  the  town  of  Plympton,  (Mass.) 
of  respectable  parentage.  Manife.sting  an  early 
love  of  science,  he  was  put  to  study  under  cir¬ 
cumstances  favorable  to  his  progress  in  litera¬ 
ture.  He  was  prepared  for  college  under  the 
instruction  of  the  Rev.  Z.  Willis,  of  Kingston. 
In  that  venerable  and  learned  divine’s  private 
study,  Br.  Bisbe  and  the  present  editor  of  this 
paper  passed  a  considerable  time  together  pros¬ 
ecuting  their  studies — in  which  they  mutually 
assisted  each  other — in  the  Latin  and  Greek 
languages,  and  in  Mathematics.  It  is  but  com¬ 
mon  justice  to  Br.  B.  to*  say,  he  discovered  an 
extraordinary  aptness  in  learning.  What  to 
some  is  a  task,  was  to  him  a  pleasure,  and  with¬ 
out  much  seeming  effort,  attained.  His  progress 
was  rapid  almost  beyond  example.  Having  fit¬ 
ted  for  college,  be  entered  Brown  University, 
we  believe,  one  or  two  years  in  advance,  where 


be  was  distinguished  through  his  course  of  stu¬ 
dies,  as  the  ripest  scholar  in'  his  class.  On  re¬ 
tiring  from  college,  after  obtaining  the  usual 
degrees,  he  commenced  the  study  of  the  Law  in 
Taunton,  in  the  office  of  a  distinguished  Coun¬ 
sellor  ill  that  town ;  but  his  miod,  inclining  tif 
religion,  and  being  about  that  time  enlighten¬ 
ed  by  tlio  truth  of  God’s  universal  goodness,  he 
felt  it  his  solemn  duty  to  devote  his  life  and  tal¬ 
ents  to  the  defence  of  the  benevolent  religion  of 
|>Jesut.  Accordingly  abandoning  bis  legal  stu¬ 
dies,  he  entered  the  ministry,  and  commenced 
preaching  in  Brookfield.  Subsequently  he  re¬ 
ceived  an  invitation  to  settle  in  Hartford,  where 
he  labored  in  word  and  doctrine  for  three  or 
four  years.  Tliestatcof  things  there  not  being 
altogether  acceptable  to  him,  nearly  two  years 
ago  he  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Universal¬ 
ist  Society  in  Portland,  to  become  its  Pastir, 
wbeie  he  preached  to  great  acceptance  and 
with  much  usefulness  till  a  few  days  before  his 
death.  His  circumspection  was  such,  that  even 
his  euemies  did  b>>n  reverence.  As  a  preach¬ 
er,  Mr.  B.  was  plain  and  decided ;  as  an  orator, 
few  divines  were  before  him ;  as  a  pastor,  he 
was  always  attentive  to  the  duties  of  his  office, 
seeking  out  the  lambs  of  Christ  and  leading 
them  to  drink  of  the  still  waters  of  divine  gomi 
ness,  and  10  recline  on  the  green  pasture  of  ev¬ 
erlasting  love;  binding  up  the  brbken  hearted, 
comforting  those  (hat  mourned ;  encouraging 
the  virtuous  and  admonishing  the  erring,  Alas! 
a  bright  star  has  retired  to  be  seen  no  more ! 
But  we  mourn  not  as  those  who  have  no  hope. 
Exulting  in  the  prospect  of  death,  and  remain¬ 
ing  firm  in  the  doctrine  he  preached,  he  has  fal¬ 
len  asleep  to  awake  in  celestial  realms  of  ever¬ 
lasting  light  and  love.  W e  bow  with  submis¬ 
sion;  praying  that  this  dispensation  of  Providence 
may  be  sanctified  to  the  spiritual  good  of  us  ali. 
— Chr.  Iniell. 

In  WestmoreliWid,  Oneida  Co.  on  the  24th  of 
February,  Mr.  Gersbom  Tuttle,  of  inflammation 
on  the  brain. 

In  Madison,  23d  iilt.  of  consumption,  after  a 
long  and  lingering  sickness,  which  she  bore 
with  Christian  patience,  Mrs.  Woodhull,  consort 
of  Mr.  Stephen  Woodhull. 

.[Her  character  and  triumph  in  death  will  be 
given  in  our  next.] 

In  this  village,  on  Thursdaay,  Aprils, 
Newell  T.  son  of  Alvin  Wfiite,  aged  8 
months. 
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